Lit 6-366    Autobiographical Writings
Dr Effie Botonaki

Winter Semester 2021-2022
Course Outline
(Based on the 9th edition of The Norton Anthology)
This course examines diverse modes of textual self-representation (autobiographies, diaries, letters) from the early modern period to the present. Particular emphasis is placed on seventeenth-century autobiographical texts as it was in this period that life writings of various kinds began to proliferate. We look into the historical, cultural and ideological reasons that explain this proliferation and seek to understand the complex interactions between these self-representations and the world within which they were produced. We follow a similar process of interpretation in the study of texts from the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, and we conclude with a brief look into contemporary self-representations in social media (facebook, twitter, etc.). Students also have to study a number of critical texts on theoretical issues related to the “construction” of the self and autobiographical writing.
Learning outcomes
Students will

--understand the historical/cultural contexts of autobiographical texts, and how the latter resist and transform those contexts.
--understand how an author’s own gender, ideology, social class and religion shapes his/her textual self-representation. 

--explore the ways in which the self is presented and shaped by different literary and narrative forms, probe the relationship between truth and fiction in narrative, and reflect on the tension between invention and disclosure.
--demonstrate an informed awareness of key issues concerning life writing and the “construction” of the self.
Assessment 
Students will be evaluated on the basis of a final exam and optional in-class presentations. If you do a presentation it will count for 10% of the final grade. A bonus (0.5-1.0 grade) will be added to the final grade in the case of students who participate in class discussions, elearning forums etc.
Study material 

The study material is found in the Norton Anthology of English Literature, on the internet and on the elearning platform. 
The weekly schedule below includes only the primary sources (the autobiographical texts). There will be additional study material (compulsory and/or optional) for each week, which will be available on the elearning platform.

Week 1

Introduction to Life-Writing

Week 2

--Augustine, Confessions. See the relevant file (“Week 2 Material”) on elearning for the links that give access to the text and the pages that you are expected to study.
--Julian of Norwich, from A Book of Showings, Norton Anthology, Volume A, pp. 414-415, 423-424.
--Margery Kempe, from The Book of Margery Kempe, Norton Anthology, Volume A, pp. 425-426, 435-436.
Week 3

--M. Montaigne (elearning)

--Selection from early modern diaries (elearning)
Week 4

--Early modern diaries (elearning) continued
--Samuel Pepys, from The Diary, Norton Anthology, Volume C, pp. 2260-2269. 
Week 5

--“Writing the Self” Norton Anthology, Volume B, pp. 1867-1868.
--Anne Halkett, from The Memoirs, Norton Anthology, Volume B, pp. 1874-1878.
--Dorothy Waugh, from A Relation…, Norton Anthology, Volume B, pp. 1878-1880.
--Margaret Cavendish, from True Relation, Norton Anthology, Volume B, 1888-1891.
Week 6 
--J. J. Rousseau, from Confessions (elearning)

--Frances Burney, from Diary and Letters Norton Anthology, Volume C, pp. 2992-2997, 3005-3011.

Week 7

--De Quincey, from Confessions of an English Opium-Eater, Norton Anthology, Volume D, pp. 567-569

--William Wordsworth, from The 1805 Prelude, Norton Anthology, Volume D, Book First, ll. 1-141, 272-426, 640-674, Book Thirteenth, ll. 120-143, 428-452.
--Dorothy Wordsworth, all excerpts from The Grasmere Journals in 1800 (pp. 406-407), the diary entries of 1802 from that on 4th May to the last one, on 24th December 1802 (pp. 411-415). 
Week 8

--John Stuart Mill, from his Autobiography, Norton Anthology, Volume E, pp. 1115-1122.
--Harriet Martineau, from her Autobiography, Norton Anthology, Volume E, pp. 1616-1619.
Week 9

--Virginia Woolf, excerpts from her diaries (elearning)

--Virginia Woolf, excerpts from her autobiography (elearning)

Week 10
Wilfred Owen, from Owen’s Letters to His Mother, Norton Anthology, Volume F, pp. 2041-2042.
Anne Frank, excerpts from her Diary (elearning)
Week 11
--G. Gusdorf, “Conditions and Limits of Autobiography” (on elearning).
--The self on Social Media (Facebook, Twitter etc.)
--The case of Justine Sacco (elearning)
Week 12
--The Self on Social Media continued
--Student presentations

Week 13
--Concluding Comments

--Student Presentations
